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Since the mid-1990s, drought has been a common occurrence in the United States.  Here in the Midwest, snow droughts in the western Great Lakes region have heavily impacted a large winter recreation industry, especially in the 2001-2002 and 2002-2003 winters.  During recent summers, the latter half of the growing season has been drier than normal in the Corn Belt, including the late summer 2003 drought that devastated soybean yields in places.  Are these events unusual?  Are they part of a larger scale pattern of drought in the conterminous U.S.?  Can any possible mechanisms be identified?  During this presentation, the recent droughts in the Midwest will be examined, and some links made to the larger scale long-term drought in the Western U.S. The possible influences of the Pacific and Atlantic Ocean sea surface temperatures on long term drought frequency in the U.S. will be explored based on some recently published findings.

